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ast month, the Las Vegas Metro 
Chamber led a delegation of more than 
150 business and community leaders 
from across Nevada for our annual 
Washington, D.C. Fly-in. It was a great 

week of conversations and making connections with our 
Nevada Congressional delegation and representatives 
from other states, as well as White House and U.S. 
Department of Labor officials and policy experts.

We had several key take-aways. First, we were pleased 
with the announcement that there will be no funding 
for Yucca Mountain in 2020. While the Yucca Mountain 
issue is by no means dead, no funding for it in either 
the Senate or House Appropriations bills means the 
project cannot move ahead for at least another year. 
The Las Vegas Chamber thanks our entire Congressional 
delegation for their vigilance in continually fighting to 
oppose any storage of nuclear waste in our state.  

We also learned that the Virgin Trains USA project 
to build high-speed rail from Las Vegas to Southern 
California is looking very promising. The Environmental 
Impact Studies are complete, and the next steps are 
to secure the rights-of-way and financing.  Recently, 
the project received approval from California for $300 
million in tax-exempt private activity bonds with a 
commitment for the same amount again next year. This 
will allow Virgin Trains USA to issue about $2.4 billion in 
bonds, roughly half of what it needs to build this project, 
a major step forward to make this concept a reality.

This train will bring great benefit to our region. It will 
alleviate the significant traffic congestion on the I-15 
between Las Vegas and California and make travel 
easier, more dependable, and take less time. Given that 
19 percent of visitors to Las Vegas are from Southern 
California, high-speed rail is an investment worth making 
that will pay dividends to our region. 

L
Another exciting development in Washington, D.C. was 
our announcement of the new Interstate 11 Chambers 
of Commerce Coalition. The Las Vegas Chamber is 
joining with the Arizona Chamber of Business and 
Industry to bring chambers of commerce along the I-11 
corridor together to push for funding for the project. 
This is an opportunity to share what this important 
route will mean to jobs and local businesses in each of 
these communities. We appreciate the Boulder City 
and Henderson chambers for being the first to join this 
group.

We are moving ahead with two new initiatives at 
the Chamber. This month, we formally launch our 
partnership with Hope for Prisoners and Workforce 
Connections to connect formerly incarcerated 
individuals, who have successfully gone through 
training and rehabilitation programs, with employment 
opportunities. I encourage you to consider this program 
when you are seeking new employees. The Chamber is 
holding a workshop on Oct. 28 at 4 p.m. to share more 
details of the program, highlight success stories, and 
showcase how this talent pipeline may benefit  
your business. 

In addition, the Chamber’s new 401(k) program is now 
open for enrollment. This new retirement program, the 
first of its kind in the country, gives Chamber members 
and their employees access to a quality and affordable 
retirement plan. This program offers 30 high-quality 
investment choices at very affordable rates. In addition, 
the plan administrator takes care of all of the paperwork 
and filings for you. Please explore how it would benefit 
you and your team.

Thank you for your engagement in the Las Vegas 
Chamber. I look forward to seeing you at one of our 
upcoming events. Please let us know how we can serve 
you and your business.

MARY BETH SEWALD
PRESIDENT & CEO
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publication. Commentaries that are marked as such do not necessarily reflect 
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cannot guarantee the validity or accuracy of the contents of paid advertisements.
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times will never end or pessimists wanting to believe 
the next recession is always right around the corner. 

Attempting to predict the next recession, much less its 
depth or its length, is a Sisyphean task. That said, we 
have better insight than ever before into how consumers 
are feeling and what factors are contributing to their 
world view. Considering consumers now account for 
two -th i rds of  our  nat ion ’s  economy,  they shou ld 
warrant an equal measure of our time and attention.  

business spending is not. Importantly, consumer spending 
is more effect than cause, where business investment is 
more cause than effect. If business activity continues to 
slow, it will inevitably limit employment opportunities, 
wage and salary payments and consumer expenditures. 
Also unsettling is that consumers are financing more 
of their consumption. After falling significantly from 
2001 to 2012, consumer debt service payments as a 
share of disposable personal income is rising again.

Consumers matter to the health of our nation’s economy, 
so it is in our interest to be mindful of their well-being. 
Distinguishing between economic recovery, expansion 
and exuberance can be difficult and oftentimes those 
lines are blurred by optimists wanting to believe the good 

Consumer expenditures – the amount spent by households on 
goods and services – account for 68 percent of our country’s 
gross domestic product. Consumers spent $14.5 trillion in 
the second quarter of 2019, the highest level ever reported.

Not only are we spending more than at any point in history, 
we are also spending differently. Consumers spend about 
30 percent of their money on goods like food, clothing 
and cars. The remaining 70 percent is spent on services, 
including housing and health care, which combine to 
account for more than 35 percent of all consumer outlays.

Fifty years ago, these numbers looked very different. In 
1969, spending on goods accounted for more than half of all 
consumer expenditures. Today, we spend half as much of our 
income on motor vehicles and twice as much on health care. 

It is easy to point to the internet as the proximate cause 
of this shift in spending. When I was a kid, we went to 
Warehouse Records on Saturdays to get new music (a 
good); today, my children subscribe to Apple Music (a 
service). When I was a kid, my grandmother routinely 
pummeled me in Scrabble (a good); today, I attempt to inflict 
the same punishment on my children using Words With 
Friends (a service). But it is more than that. U.S. households 
spend a smaller percentage of their income on groceries (a 
good) and a higher share on eating out (a service). We are 
spending more on entertainment, household services (e.g., 
housekeepers and landscapers) and education – all services.

The bottom line is that consumers are spending more, differ-
ently. And, their willingness to spend is more important than 
ever before to the health and vitality of our nation’s economy. 

The good news is that consumers remain optimistic.  
Consumer confidence has been flirting with all-time 
highs since May 2018, with households bullish relative 
to their present situation as well as their short-term 
outlook. Fueled by a strong job market, The Conference 
Board recently noted improvements in a number of key 
metrics, including a reduction in the number of individuals 
reporting jobs are “hard to get”, a reduction in the 
relative share of involuntarily part-time workers, lower 
initial unemployment insurance claims, and an increase 
in employees hired through the temporary-help industry. 

The bad news, of course, is that what goes up inevitably 
comes down. While consumer spending is increasing, 

IT MATTERS WHO YOU BANK WITH®
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Announcements
Comprehensive Cancer Centers has been named the official 
cancer center partner of the Women’s National Basketball 
Association’s Las Vegas Aces. Together, they aim to promote 
breast cancer awareness and raise money for American Cancer 
Society through a multifaceted partnership. 

First Person Care Clinic now includes full service dental care 
to their primary medical care center specializing in low income, 
uninsured patients in the Las Vegas community. FPCC’s 
medical partners provide patients with great services at 
affordable, sliding scale income-based pricing.  Dental services 
will encompass preventive and denture treatments and services. 

McDonald Carano invites the community to the 11th annual 
Vegas Gives event on Nov. 6 at 6 p.m. at the Wynn Plaza. The 
evening includes light bites, signature cocktails, a silent auction 
and live entertainment. Buy tickets at vegasmagazine.com/
Vegas-Gives-2019. 

Zandra Polard from Mind & Body Behavioral Health Services 
launched a new radio talk show called “Where I Am” on  
88.1 FM KCEP, The People’s Station. The program welcomed the 
CEO of the Las Vegas Recovery Center, Dr. Johanna O’Flarhety, 
and Angie Amico of Soul Warriors to its first broadcast to 
discuss hot button medical topics such as personal trauma and 
substance abuse. The talk show airs every first Wednesday of 
the month at 9 a.m.

NVAHOF, the Nevada Aerospace Hall of Fame, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit Nevada corporation, invites members to its 10th 
annual Oscars of Aviation in Nevada on Nov. 15 at the Gold 
Coast Hotel and Casino. The 2019 enshrinee class includes  
Area 51-trained USAF U-2 pilot Tony Bevacqua, CIA U-2 pilots 
Marty Knutson and Francis Gary Powers. Also being enshrined 
are the 14 Silent Heroes who perished in the C-54 plane crash 
on Mt. Charleston on Nov. 17, 1955, while en route to Area 51. Dr. 
David Robarge, chief historian at the CIA, is the guest speaker. 
Attend the event or purchase a corporate table and offer it to 
active duty military personnel serving in Nevada. Participate in 
other NVAHOF activities at the Aviation Nation Nellis Air Show 
and other opportunities. For details, visit nvahof.org. 

The Taste of Downtown-Epicurean event, sponsored by the 
Nevada Restaurant Association, returns to the Plaza Hotel & 
Casino on Oct. 10, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. For more information 
and tickets, visit plazahotelcasino.com or nvrestaurants.com.

The Salvation Army of Southern Nevada announced the 
opening of its Cox Innovation Lab at The Salvation Army’s 
Owens Social Service Campus as part of its Vocational Training 
Program. Donated by Cox Communications, the computer lab 
grants program participants and shelter residents access to 
the internet for job searching, resume writing, school research, 
training assignments and more.

Western Governors University (WGU) is now accepting 
applications for its new value-based healthcare degree. 
The first-of-its-kind Bachelor of Science Health Services 
Coordination (BSHSC) degree program will prepare graduates 
to coordinate among healthcare providers, patients, caregivers 

RED - PRESIDENT’S CLUB MEMBER

Congratulations 
The City of North Las Vegas is pleased to welcome veteran 
journalist Patrick Walker as its new public information officer. 
Walker joins the City’s team after five years as a senior reporter 
with local CBS affiliate KLAS TV 8 News Now covering local, 
state, and national government and politics and reporting on 
major breaking news stories in states for local, national, and 
international media outlets.

The Las Vegas Aviators were honored as Team of the Year 
alongside the Las Vegas Ballpark being recognized as Ballpark 
of the Year by Ballpark Digest during on-field during pre-game 
ceremonies on Sept. 1. This marks the first time an organization 
has been awarded both honors in a single year.

Full-service business 
law firm Snell & Wilmer 
announced that Stephanie 

“Stevie” Casteel has joined 
as a partner expanding 
the firm’s Private Client 
Services practice group 
in Reno and Las Vegas. 
Casteel’s focus is in wealth 
transfer and tax planning 
and exempt organizations.

President and CEO 
Karen Rubel of Nathan 
Adelson Hospice recently 
announced Caleen Norrod 
Johnson, CFRE, as the new 
executive director of the 
Nathan Adelson Hospice 
Foundation. Johnson 
has built an impressive 
record of accomplishment 
and community 
service over the last 
35 years. She will be 
responsible for designing 
and implementing a 
comprehensive fundraising 
strategy for the foundation.

Deputy director and CFO 
of the Las Vegas-Clark 
County Library District 
Fred James, CPA, was 
honored as one of the 
inaugural winners of the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association 

Member NewsMember News

Stephanie Casteel         

Caleen Johnson

and services to address an urgent shortage of healthcare 
professionals needed to navigate an increasingly complex and 
evolving healthcare system.
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Community Service
City National Bank celebrated its annual Back-to-School 
Drive’s milestone 10th anniversary in August by collecting 1,800 
backpacks filled with school supplies. The program donated 
the much-needed supplies to 54 elementary schools and 

RED - PRESIDENT’S CLUB MEMBER

(GFOA) Hero Award for his exceptional skill at managing the 
Library District’s finances during the economic downturn 
of 2008.

UNLV’s new, five-story, 226-unit student housing apartment 
community, The Degree, officially opened for operations in 
August following a ribbon cutting by the president of UNLV, 
Dr. Marta Meana, and CEO of local developer The Midby 
Companies, Eric Midby.

L37 Creative, RapidVisa, Southwest Geotechnical, Terra 
Exports and Plasticard Locktech Services —  celebrating 
its 10th year— have been recognized by the fastest-growing 
private companies in America by Inc. 5000.

nonprofit organizations helping at-risk students across eight 
states, including Helen Jydstrup Elementary School in Las 
Vegas and four other elementary schools in Nevada.

Cox Charities, the philanthropic arm of Cox Communications, 
surpassed a $2 million giving milestone during a presentation 
of $117,000 in annual grants in August. Cox presented $97,000 
to 26 local nonprofit organizations and $20,000 in “surprise” 
grants to longtime nonprofit partners The Animal Foundation, 
Las Vegas Natural History Museum, Las Vegas Philharmonic 
and The Salvation Army.

The Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce is proud to 
provide members with a place to publish their current 
announcements as a benefit of membership. Email news 
items to pr@lvchamber.com.
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What’s your go-to productivity trick?
I focus on what the end result will look like and how I will feel 
when I’ve completed a project or a day’s work, and that drives 
me to make that a reality. 
 
What behavior or personality trait do you most 
attribute to your success, and why?
I know this is three traits, but I believe being enthusiastic, 
personable and trustworthy have attributed the most to my 
success. I enjoy talking to other people, whether for work 
or otherwise, and I feel this has helped me foster strong 
relationships, as well as make people feel comfortable with 
me. I believe this is so important because most people like to 
surround themselves, as well as do business with, people they 
know, like, and trust. 
 
How do you prefer to end your day?
The ideal ending to each day is spent at home with my husband, 
Doug, and pup, Olive. Whether we’re sharing with each other 
about our day or just relaxing quietly and enjoying each other’s 
company, there’s no better way to complete my day!  
 
 

Who has influenced you most when it comes to 
how you approach your work? 
The Residential Life Department at USC (University of 
Southern California) is where I developed my leadership skills.  
I was a resident advisor, head resident (dorm manager), and 
area coordinator for six years. That is where I learned about 
leadership training and promoting effective student conduct. 
I also managed programming budgets, facilitated counseling, 
and conducted leadership workshops. I will always be grateful 
to have “worked” my way through college and dental school 
being a student leader.
 
What behavior or personality trait do you most 
attribute to your success, and why?
Perseverance. The ability to stay focused has worked for me 
ever since I can remember.  
 
If you could write a book about your life, what 
would the title be and why?
“It’s Never Too Late To Have a Happy Childhood—from Foster 
Care to Health Care.” By the age of 10, I had already been 
hospitalized for child abuse and had been raised in different 
foster care homes for several years. I believe I could have easily 
been another “statistic” of the system. However, Las Vegas 
represented a new start for my mom and me, and due to my 
faith, amazing mentors, and unique opportunities, I thrived. 

Partner, The Beckley Group

Owner, Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES SPOTLIGHTS

LISA BECKLEY

DR. REX LIU, D.D.S.



Las Vegas Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald has
 a one-on-one conversation with Assistant Secretary of Labor  

Preston Rutledge in Washington, D.C. 

Episodes Air the First Sunday and Various Times/Days Each Month

 Time: 4 p.m. PST | Channel: Cox Yurview LV 14 and 1014

View archived episodes at youtube.com/lasvegaschamber

Presenting 
Sponsor:

Location 
Sponsor:

|  @LVChamberL VCh a mb er . c om |  702 .6 4 1 . 5822
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In September, the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the Las Vegas Global Economic 
Alliance (LVGEA), led the largest delegation of business and community leaders to Washington, D.C. to 
advocate on issues important to the Southern Nevada business community. This unprecedented partnership 
was a new collaboration between the Chamber and LVGEA to bring a united business voice to Washington, D.C. 

The delegation included 150 Chamber and LVGEA representatives, including members of the Board of Trustees, 
Government Affairs Committee, Chamber President’s Club and Advocacy members, staff members, as well as 
Southern Nevada elected leaders. 

The purpose of the annual Washington, D.C. Fly-in is to strengthen relationships with Nevada’s Congressional 
delegation, develop working relationships with key members of Congress outside Nevada on policy and 
economic issues that impact the region, and deepen understanding of public policy issues by meeting with the 
nation’s leading think tanks in order to help craft good policy solutions for Southern Nevada. 

Federal priorities discussed on the trip were the funding for Interstate 11 to connect Las Vegas to Phoenix, 
continued opposition to the transportation and storage of nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain, revising the 
Homeland Security Funding Formula, increasing Nevada’s share of federal grants, advocating for policies 
to increase the release of public lands for development in Southern Nevada and garnering support for the 
investment of water infrastructure for Southern Nevada. 

The Chamber, in conjunction with the LVGEA, hosted the annual Nevada State Dinner Gala at the world-
renowned Willard InterContinental.  The evening featured some of Nevada’s most notable dignitaries and 
experts in the public policy arena along with a keynote address by Charlie Cook, a political pundit and respected 
news correspondent. At the dinner, the Chamber also presented the Nevada Business Champion Award to 
U.S. Congressman Rob Bishop (UT-1) for his engagement with the Chamber over the years and support of the 
creation of the Tule Springs National Monument. 

Representing Nevada's
Employers in Washington, D.C. 
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Congresswoman Dina Titus (NV-1) addresses the Fly-in delegation

L-R: Chamber Board Chair Terry Shirey, Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald 

Nevada State Dinner Gala featured a sold-out crowd & keynote 
speaker Charlie Cook of The Cook Political Report

Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald welcoming guests to a 
full day of meetings with Congressional leaders

Kelly Crompton/City of Las Vegas, Vicki Cram/Squire Patton Boggs

Nevada Lights Up the Capitol guests enjoyed Vegas-style casino games

Chamber Chair-Elect Tom Burns & wife Shelly enjoying the  
Welcome Reception at LVCVA’s rooftop 
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The Chamber hosted its annual Nevada Lights Up the Capitol Reception, which was attended by hundreds 
of guests including Members of Congress, Congressional staffers, think tanks, policy groups and trade 
associations. 

The Chamber, in partnership with Honorary Co-Hosts Congresswoman Dina Titus (NV-1) and Congressman 
Paul Gosar (AZ-4), also organized the annual Interstate 11 and Interstate 15 Congressional Reception 
with members of Arizona and Nevada’s Congressional delegation to increase the awareness of this vital 
transportation infrastructure project. Representatives from the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Henderson Chamber of Commerce and Boulder City Chamber of Commerce, as well as representatives from 
the Arizona Department of Transportation and Nevada Department of Transportation attended the event to 
show their support for I-11. 

At the reception, the Chamber announced the formation of a new I-11 Chamber Coalition with Arizona, 
Boulder City and Henderson Chambers of Commerce. The Chamber Coalition will focus on securing funding 
for the I-11 portion between the Hoover Dam and Phoenix. It is pivotal to engage the chambers in Arizona to 
build support with Arizona’s Congressional Delegation for the next phase of the project.

The Chamber delegation heard from experts during policy meetings with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
Brookings Institution, Fordham Institute, Virgin Trains USA, Go Rail, American Gaming Association, 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, Education Forward DC and The Wilson Center.

Terry Shirey, Chairman for the Chamber’s Board of Trustees stated, “The Chamber’s Washington, D.C. Fly-in 
provides members the unique opportunity to build new relationships with Congressional leaders and policy 
groups while simultaneously strengthening our existing connections. Together with the LVGEA, we exercise 
the voice of a united business community on key federal issues important to our community and our State.” 
Please stay tuned for details of the next trip, scheduled for September 2020.

If you are interested in upgrading your membership to allow for exclusive opportunities such as the 
Washington, D.C. Fly-in, contact the Chamber today at 702.641.5822.

2019 Washington, D.C. Fly-in delegation was 150-strong – the biggest ever in Chamber history

L-R: Chamber Sr. VP of Gov. Affairs Paul Moradkhan, LVGEA President 
& CEO Jonas Peterson, Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald, 
Chamber Board Chair Terry Shirey and Congressman Jon Porter 

Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald welcomes Arizona Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry Glenn Hamer to the I-11/I-15 Reception 
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Chamber News
CONGRATULATIONS,  
CONGRESSMAN ROBERT BISHOP! 
U.S. Congressman Robert Bishop, representing Utah’s 
1st District, was honored with the Nevada Business 
Champion Award by the Las Vegas Chamber for 
advocating above and beyond, for the needs of Nevada’s 
communities.

Congressman Bishop has been staunchly opposed on 
the transportation and storage of nuclear waste at 
Yucca Mountain; and, his efforts were instrumental in the 
designation of Tule Springs as a National Monument.

Las Vegas Metro Chamber President and CEO Mary 
Beth Sewald and Chairman of the Board Terry Shirey 
presented Congressman Bishop with the award at the 
Nevada State Dinner Gala during the Chamber’s annual 
Washington, D.C. Fly-In.

Please join the Chamber in congratulating Congressman 
Bishop for an honor well-deserved.

PROMOTIONS AT THE 
LAS VEGAS CHAMBER 
After nearly a decade 
of dedicated service 
and proven strategic 
leadership advocating 
on behalf of Nevada’s 
largest and most 
broad-based business 
organization, the 
Las Vegas Metro 
Chamber of Commerce 
congratulates Paul 
Moradkhan on his 
promotion to senior vice president of government affairs.

Moradkhan joined the Chamber in 2010 as manager 
of government affairs, acting as primary liaison at the 
local government level implementing key strategies 
to promote policies benefitting the Southern Nevada 
business community. He was promoted to vice president 
in September 2014, and expanded his government affairs 
responsibilities to state, regional and  
federal issues.

“Paul Moradkhan has been a tireless advocate on 
behalf of the Las Vegas Chamber and its thousands 
of members,” said Mary Beth Sewald, president and 
CEO of the Las Vegas Chamber. “He has represented 
Nevada’s businesses at all levels of government, and has 
worked alongside Chamber leaders, elected officials, 
and community stakeholders to ensure our region has 

strong business-friendly policies that continue to foster 
economic growth and development.”

SNEAK PREVIEW OF PREVIEW 2020 LAS VEGAS
The Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce is excited 
to announce the new location of Nevada’s biggest 
economic forecasting event, 2020 Preview Las 
Vegas. Wynn Las Vegas will play host to the event 
that historically has been held at the Thomas & Mack 
Center. The Chamber is proud to partner with Wynn 
Las Vegas to bring a refreshed and exciting program to 
the beautiful resort property. Save the date! The annual 
event is on Friday, Jan. 17, 2020.

GREAT FOR BUSINESS
The Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives 
(ACCE) has awarded four Business Development 
Executives (BDE) at the Las Vegas Metro Chamber 
for their outstanding lifetime sales achievements. Art 
Goldberg garnered Gold recognition, and Joe Green, 

Paul Moradkhan

Art Goldberg

Michelle WestonLita Stein

Joe Green



Lita Stein, and Michelle Weston received Bronze. Las 
Vegas Chamber BDEs are the driving force behind 
Chamber membership, working to increase annual 
revenue while acting as personal liaisons to meet 
the individual needs of our members. ACCE Lifetime 
Achievement awards were presented during the 2019 
ACCE Annual Convention this past summer.

REGISTER NOW FOR FOCUS LAS VEGAS
How can businesses address Southern Nevada’s 
growing workforce needs in order to keep our 
industries thriving for generations to come?

Join Focus Las Vegas and local leaders for an  
in-depth examination of the Las Vegas Global 
Economic Alliance’s new Workforce Blueprint 
2.0 — released in partnership with the Las Vegas 
Chamber of Commerce and Workforce Connections 
— identifying Southern Nevada’s high-demand 
occupational priorities and the commitments our 
business community must make to workforce 
development and employee retention.

Focus Las Vegas brings together Las Vegas leaders 
to learn about the issues impacting Southern Nevada 
and to collectively formulate solutions through mini 
seminars offered through the Leadership Foundation 
of Greater Las Vegas, a 501(c)(3) affiliated with 
the Las Vegas Metro Chamber that is dedicated to 
developing community leaders.

This program is on Wednesday, Nov. 6 from 
7:30–9:30 a.m.,  and costs $25. Register now 
at www.leadership.vegas.

THE LAS VEGAS 
CHAMBER 401(k) 
PLAN
It’s here! Following new 
regulations issued by 

the U.S. Department of Labor governing association 
retirement plans (ARP), the Las Vegas Chamber’s 
401(k) plan is the first ARP in the nation offered by 
a leading business association. With less fees and 
robust options, this plan is an affordable innovative 
solution helping small businesses provide high-
quality retirement options to its employees. The 
Chamber’s 401(k) Plan is administered and managed 
through long-time Chamber member Caldera Wealth 
Management and is a valuable benefit to attract and 
retain great employees. Visit groupretire.com or call 
702.846.401k (4015) to explore the Chamber’s 401(k) 
Plan for your business today.
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MEET Las Vegas
233 S. 4th St.
Chamber Members: $60 | Non-Members: $75  
Day of Event: $80
Exclusive Program Sponsor: Nevada State Bank
Reception Sponsor: Raiders

THURSDAY, OCT. 17
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 
Join the Chamber of Commerce as we honor our newest Chamber 
members. The crowd is welcoming and business-minded. Chamber 
staff and ambassadors curate the crowd to make introductions in a 
natural way and ensure all members meet the type of people they’re 
looking to meet. It’s strategic, targeted, and leads to authentic 
business connections. This event is exclusive to Metro Chamber 
members. Complimentary for members that joined in September. 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que 
1951 N. Rainbow Blvd.
Chamber Members: $10 | Day of Event: $15

THURSDAY, OCT. 17
VYP FUSION MIXER 
Trick-or-treat yourself to great food and join VYP for meaningful 
conversations at the Oct. VYP Fusion Mixer at Eureka! a craveable 
place to eat all-American, one burger at a time, and drink all-American 
with an elevated collection of local craft beers and small batch craft 
spirits! Network with fellow VYPeeps and build deep connections with 
young professionals like yourself while eating and drinking American 
fare straight from a scratch-kitchen concept while in the historic 
Emergency Arts Building in the hustle-and-bustle of the Fremont East 
Entertainment District of downtown Las Vegas.
6 - 8 p.m.
Eureka! Restaurant Group 
520 E Fremont St. 
General Registration $15, VYP+ Registration $10
Sponsors: Findlay Automotive Group, Geotab, IBM, Station Casinos

FRIDAY, OCT. 18
CUSTOMER SERVICE EXCELLENCE QUARTER 4 
RECOGNITION CEREMONY  
The Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce and the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority are honoring the fourth quarter 
nominees for their dedication to great customer service at our 
Customer Service Excellence Recognition Ceremony! We invite you 
and one guest to celebrate your service and commitment to the Las 
Vegas valley, as we provide our honorees with a family fun experience!
5:30 - 7 p.m
Las Vegas Mini Gran Prix Family Fun Center
1401 N. Rainbow Blvd.
Complimentary for nominees; any additional RSVPs please call for CSE 
Coordinator for approval.
Platinum Sponsor: Boyd Gaming Corporation 
Gold Sponsor: Bribor LLC Pandora Downtown Summerlin, Chick-
fil-A, JP Morgan Chase (Chase for business), NV Energy, RAIDERS, 
Southwest Airlines, SCE Federal, Smart City, Sunrise Health System
Media Partner: KTNV-TV 13 Action News 

SATURDAY, OCT. 19
VETERANS CAREER EXPO 
The City of Las Vegas Veterans Career Expo, in partnership with 
the Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce, is designed to address 
unemployment and underemployment of our military members, 
military spouses, and veterans. This event is also serving as an 
opportunity for individuals to participate in workshops designed to 
assist with resume writing, LinkedIn, mock interview and networking. 
Participants will be able to meet with local and national employers in 
attendance who will be looking to hire military veterans and military 
spouses.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Las Vegas City Hall 
495 S. Main St.
Complimentary and open to the public.

TUESDAY, OCT. 22
ACCESS LAS VEGAS
Access Las Vegas is a new program that gives senior-level executives 
new to Las Vegas access to the information they need to know about 
the community to be an effective leader.  Access Las Vegas is a two-
day community immersion program specifically tailored for senior-
level executives who are new to Las Vegas or recently promoted. The 
program gives participants the opportunity to learn about our unique 
community and get up-to-speed on how Las Vegas works, develop 
a better understanding of the many aspects of the region, and gain 
insight into the challenges and opportunities for a strong future.During 
the program, participants will learn about the economy, industry 
sectors and the most critical issues facing our community; understand 
the history of the region and its milestones; meet community leaders 
and make connections to activate their personal networks and gain 
insights on a wide-range of topics, including workforce, education and 

TUESDAY, OCT. 8
OUTSMARTING THE DARK WEB CYBER SECURITY 
TRAINING WITH LAS VEGAS METRO POLICE DEPT.   
Learn the latest scams and crimes from the masters of digital 
investigations and how to avoid becoming a victim. 
7 – 9 a.m. 
Las Vegas Metro Police Department
400 S. Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Complimentary for members 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9
CHAMBER CONNECTIONS II 
Meet potential new customers and make valuable business-
to-business connections! Learn effective ways to network, 
incorporate social media into your personal and professional 
branding, and establish a group of peers dedicated to helping 
one another grow through business relationships.
5:30 – 7 p.m.
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
575 Symphony Park Ave., Suite 100
Contact lstein@lvchamber.com or call 702.641.5822 for space 
availability and cost. 
THURSDAY, OCT. 10
STATE OF THE MEDIA: THE VIDEO ADVANTAGE 
Join us and 8 News Now for a free educational seminar 
presented by Nexstar Digital Services Regional Director Jon 
Bodnar that will help your business successfully navigate the 
digital landscape.
8 – 9:30 a.m. 
The Las Vegas Country Club
3000 Joe W. Brown Drive
Complimentary for members
Sponsor: KLAS TV 8 News Now

THURSDAY, OCT. 10
BUSINESS POWER LUNCHEON – CULTURE IS KING
Work cultures are changing, and research is telling employers 
how and who to look for their potential employees. Finding 
the right mix of culture and fit, employers are learning that 
prospective employees want amenities over wages. On the flip 
side, employers want quality employees who are sustainable 
and can be strong brand ambassadors. Come hear from key 
thought leaders that will offer valuable insights how to position 
your business to compete for the top talent and how to keep 
your existing team from fleeing. Learn what is next from leading 
employer Aristocrat Gaming that recently developed a new 
HQ and from the developer behind the $400 million mixed-use 
campus UnCommons.
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Sahara Las Vegas
2535 Las Vegas Blvd. S.
Chamber Members: $45   Non-Members: $85
Sponsors: NV Energy, Sunrise Hospital & Medical Center

TUESDAY, OCT. 15
CHAMBER CONNECTIONS  
Chamber Connections is a dedicated leads group comprised 
of professionals from a variety of industries. This is a place for 
professionals to grow their network and their businesses by 
sharing contacts, referrals and ideas.
5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
575 Symphony Park Ave., Suite 100
Contact agoldberg@lvchamber.com or call 702.205.5492 for 
space availability and cost.

TUESDAY, OCT. 15
CHAMBER VOICES TOASTMASTERS 
Become a better speaker and a more effective presenter by 
joining Chamber Voices Toastmasters. Open to all members. 
11:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
575 Symphony Park Ave., Suite 100
$63 every six months. Guests always complimentary.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARDS – WINNERS 
REVEALED
Celebrate the diversity, creativity and ingenuity of the local 
business community at the Business Excellence Awards 
Program. Stay tuned for the official announcement of the 
honorees but be sure to mark your calendars and secure your 
reservation for this annual event that celebrates the dynamism 
and energy of our local business community.
4 - 4:45 p.m. Registration & Check In, Networking Reception
4:45 - 6 p.m. Awards Program
6 - 6:45 p.m. Honoree Post Reception
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infrastructure. 
The program is two full consecutive Tuesdays: Oct. 22 and 
Oct. 29.
7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce 
575 Symphony Park Ave., Ste. 100 
Please send questions to Cara Clarke, Cara@leadership.vegas or 
call 702.641.5822. 
Sponsors: Bank of Nevada, Cox Communications, Cragin & Pike, 
Howard Hughes, Las Vegas Review-Journal, Nevada State Bank, 
Wynn Las Vegas

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 23
CHAMBER CONNECTIONS II  
Chamber Connections is a dedicated leads group comprised 
of professionals from a variety of industries. This is a place for 
professionals to grow their network and their businesses by 
sharing contacts, referrals and ideas.
5:30 – 7 p.m.
Location TBA 
Contact lstein@lvchamber.com or call 702.205.5492 for location, 
space availability and cost.

THURSDAY, OCT. 24
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WORKSHOP ON 
NATIONAL LABOR ISSUES IMPACTING BUSINESSES  
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Senior Vice President Glenn Spencer 
will host a workshop to educate Las Vegas Chamber members 
on what is in the PRO Act 2019 and how it would affect local 
business owners. 
8 – 9:30 a.m. 
By Invitation Only 

THURSDAY, OCT. 24
COCKTAILS AND CONVERSATIONS  
Join us for an evening with, Mayor Pro Tempore and Councilman 
Scott Black, Councilwoman Michelle Romero ,and Councilwoman 
Olivia Diaz 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Topgolf
627 Koval Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89109
$50 Bizpac
Sponsors: Centurylink
 
MONDAY, OCT. 28
HOPE FOR PRISONERS WORKSHOP  
Learn about the Chamber's new partnership with Hope for 
Prisoners. Hope for Prisoners assists with reentry by providing 
the formerly incarcerated long-term support and services as 
they work to reclaim their lives, families and standing in the 
community. We give them hope. Hope changes lives.
4 – 6 p.m. 
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
575 Symphony Park Ave., Suite 100
Complimentary for members

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 30
POP-UP BUSINESS SHOWCASE  
The Pop-Up Business Showcase is a boutique expo focused on 
small business connections, value, and resources. It combines 
a limited capacity table-top and a traditional mixer. The Troesh 
Studio Theater will host the table-top expo, with the Boman 
Pavilion atrium serving as the hub for networking and the 
Chamber conference room the location of the educational 
session. 
3:30 – 6 p.m.
Educational Session 4 - 4:45 p.m. 
Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce
575 Symphony Park Ave., Suite 100
Chamber Members: $15 | Non-Members: $25   Day of Event: $25 
For more information please contact Sage Hunt at  
shunt@lvchamber.com or call 702.586.3843.
Presenting Sponsor: Wells Fargo 
Sponsors: Cox Communications, SCE Federal Credit Union

Media Partner:
KTNV-TV 13 action news 

Don't miss the big reveal & join 
us for a special awards reception!

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16
MEET Las Vegas

233 S. 4th St., Las Vegas
4 to 6:45 p.m.

Buy tickets now at LVChamber.com

Who Will Be Named Our
Top Businesses for 2019?

GAME CHANGER
GLOBAL BENEFACTOR
LEGENDARY LEADER

MAGICAL TEAM

Exclusive Sponsor:



olunteers are one of our most valuable 
resources at the Las Vegas Chamber of 
Commerce in helping Nevada businesses 
succeed. These members are an invaluable 
part of our efforts to support, connect 
and guide fellow members on how to best 

utilize and maximize Chamber membership. Get more 
acquainted with our fantastic volunteers below.

Meet our Vegas Young Professionals Council  

Under the umbrella of the chamber's Leadership 
Foundation of Greater Las Vegas, Vegas Young 
Professionals (VYP) is the largest network of young 
professionals in Nevada. With nearly 2,500 members, 
VYP is the ideal organization to get connected to 
other young professionals, boost your professional 
development skills and shape the greater Las Vegas 
community. VYP is open to professionals between 
the ages of 21 and 39, free to join and a great way to 
build your network and become active in the Southern 
Nevada region.

The VYP Council is comprised exclusively of VYP+ 
members, the paid membership level within VYP. 
The Council focuses on connecting and engaging 
its members through unique events, workshops and 
excursions. Every month, the Council meets to update, 
brainstorm, and coordinate Vegas Young Professionals’ 
initiatives, events and goals, while simultaneously 
driving the direction of the several sub-committees 
within the organization.

The 2019 VYP Council includes long-time VYP 
members, Steven Targoff, Chair, Danica Torchin, 
Co-chair, Events Committee; Stassi Pridgon, Chair, 
Events Committee; Elizabeth “Izzy” Thorn, Chair, 
Community Outreach Committee; Gabriel Suarez, Co-
chair, Community Outreach Committee; Adam Kent, 
Chair, Ambassadors Committee; Matthew Kimball, 
Co-chair, Ambassadors Committee; Matthew Lindsey, 
Chair, Marketing Committee; Zachary Zolowicz, Co-
chair, Marketing Committee; and Chad Kaercher, Chair, 
Emerging Young Professionals (EYP) Committee.

Join us at the next VYP Fusion Mixer at Eureka! Las 
Vegas on Thursday, Oct. 17 from 6 to 8 p.m. To join 
VYP+ and for more information, contact Nicole Lovato 
at nicole@leadership.vegas or 702.641.3825. 

V

Committee 
Corner
MEET THE VEGAS YOUNG  
PROFESSIONALS COUNCIL

Local journalism
makes a difference.

The Oct. 1 shooting left 58 dead, and
injured more than 700. For many,
that meant losing financial support
in addition to a loved one. For others,
it meant temporarily losing the
ability to work because of physical
or emotional trauma, or both. The
tragedy sparked a desire to help the
affected recover from the financial
impact. A GoFundMe account
was launched just hours after the
shooting. Local businesses announced
donations or plans to hold fundraising
events. But in the days that followed,
I discovered the fundraising effort
was disorganized and key questions
about how the money would be
distributed had yet to be addressed.
Within a week, more than $15 million
had been donated, but the money
was spread over several accounts and
it was unclear how much would go
directly to the intended recipients.
My reporting helped highlight the
lack of financial resources available to
victims of crime, and helped hundreds
of people navigate the financial
resources available.
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Every successful organization needs great leaders at its helm— leaders who inspire their teams to reach 
goals, effectively communicate, and strategically solve problems together.  Great leadership skills come from 
effective training, development, and practice.

Leadership Advance— offered through the Chamber’s Leadership Foundation of Greater Las Vegas — 
provides talented professionals the training and tools necessary to be better, more effective leaders and 
managers. From the newly promoted manager to the seasoned CEO, the Leadership Advance program 
is designed to build (or reinvigorate) the skills and knowledge sets needed to stimulate company-wide 
motivation, growth, and excellence.

This five-month leadership program focuses on mastering the skillsets most relevant to establishing successful 
organizational leadership and is led by an accomplished leadership facilitator from Aegis Learning, a Las 
Vegas leader in training, coaching, and organizational development solutions for 25 years.

Some of the skillsets covered in Leadership Advance include: 

•  Communication
•  Talent Management
•  Decision Making and Strategic Thinking
•  Leadership vs. Management
•  Responsibility and Accountability
•  Team Member Engagement and Motivation
•  Emotional Intelligence (i.e. Self-Awareness, Self-Mastery, Social Awareness, and Social Mastery)
•  Vision, Mission, and Purpose 
Leadership Advance is ideal for current company managers who want to refine their leadership acumen 
to be more effective, as well as up-and-coming talent who seek to hone their leadership skills for career 
advancement. Companies who invest in their own talent by placing promising candidates into this program 
can benefit by developing a pipeline of in-house leadership that drives internal operational growth and 
establishing a sense of status as leaders in Southern Nevada’s business communities.

Leadership Advance meets one Friday a month for five consecutive months. The program is offered twice 
a year.  The next session begins Friday, Feb. 7, 2020, and concludes in June. The program then takes place 
again August through December 2020.

Visit us at https://www.leadership.vegas/leadership-advance to apply or for more information.

Please reach out to Nicole Lovato, Program Manager, with any questions at nicole@leadership.vegas 



Let us

Believe. Hope. Smile.
» Nevada Drug Card is helping in the fight against breast cancer.

For more information please contact: 
Suzanne Domoracki   |  suzanne@nevadadrugcard.com

A donation will be made to your local 
CMN hospital each time a prescription 
is processed using this coupon.

DID YOU KNOW?
Proud Supporter of:

Compliments of:

Learn more at
NEVADADRUGCARD.COM
and get your Free Prescription Savings Coupon Card

*Medication prices vary by pharmacy and prescription and are subject to change over time. Ask your pharmacist for the 
actual discounted price. THIS PROGRAM IS NOT INSURANCE.

DRUG NAME QTY .........RETAIL DISCOUNT PRICE ......SAVINGS
Anastrozole 1mg  Tablet 30 ................... $76.99 $14.91 .................................81%

Tamoxifen Citrate 10mg Tablet 60.................$110.39 $43.05 ................................ 61%

Letrozole 2.5mg   30 .................$131.22 $14.21 ................................89%

Raloxifene 60mg Tablet 30 .................$192.69 $28.46 ................................85%

Methotrexate 2.5mg Tablet 30 .................$108.01 $35.22 ................................67%

Exemestane 25mg Tablet 30 ..................$357.37 $119.55 ...............................67%

Let us

Believe. Hope. Smile.
» Nevada Drug Card is helping in the fight against breast cancer.

For more information please contact: 
Suzanne Domoracki   |  suzanne@nevadadrugcard.com

A donation will be made to your local 
CMN hospital each time a prescription 
is processed using this coupon.

DID YOU KNOW?
Proud Supporter of:

Compliments of:

Learn more at
NEVADADRUGCARD.COM
and get your Free Prescription Savings Coupon Card

*Medication prices vary by pharmacy and prescription and are subject to change over time. Ask your pharmacist for the 
actual discounted price. THIS PROGRAM IS NOT INSURANCE.

DRUG NAME QTY .........RETAIL DISCOUNT PRICE ......SAVINGS
Anastrozole 1mg  Tablet 30 ................... $76.99 $14.91 .................................81%

Tamoxifen Citrate 10mg Tablet 60.................$110.39 $43.05 ................................ 61%

Letrozole 2.5mg   30 .................$131.22 $14.21 ................................89%

Raloxifene 60mg Tablet 30 .................$192.69 $28.46 ................................85%

Methotrexate 2.5mg Tablet 30 .................$108.01 $35.22 ................................67%

Exemestane 25mg Tablet 30 ..................$357.37 $119.55 ...............................67%
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Let us

Believe. Hope. Smile.
» Nevada Drug Card is helping in the fight against breast cancer.

For more information please contact: 
Suzanne Domoracki   |  suzanne@nevadadrugcard.com

A donation will be made to your local 
CMN hospital each time a prescription 
is processed using this coupon.

DID YOU KNOW?
Proud Supporter of:

Compliments of:

Learn more at
NEVADADRUGCARD.COM
and get your Free Prescription Savings Coupon Card

*Medication prices vary by pharmacy and prescription and are subject to change over time. Ask your pharmacist for the 
actual discounted price. THIS PROGRAM IS NOT INSURANCE.

DRUG NAME QTY .........RETAIL DISCOUNT PRICE ......SAVINGS
Anastrozole 1mg  Tablet 30 ................... $76.99 $14.91 .................................81%

Tamoxifen Citrate 10mg Tablet 60.................$110.39 $43.05 ................................ 61%

Letrozole 2.5mg   30 .................$131.22 $14.21 ................................89%

Raloxifene 60mg Tablet 30 .................$192.69 $28.46 ................................85%

Methotrexate 2.5mg Tablet 30 .................$108.01 $35.22 ................................67%

Exemestane 25mg Tablet 30 ..................$357.37 $119.55 ...............................67%

News You Can Use
The American Marketing Association defines marketing 
as “the activity, set of institutions, and processes for 
creating, communicating, delivering, and exchanging 
offerings that have value for customers, clients, partners, 
and society at large.” I like to think of marketing as a 
combination of strategic initiatives an organization 
leverages to showcase its brand to target audiences. 
Either way you look at it, marketing activities are 
critical for any size of business or non-profit entity to 
strategically share its story. 
 

Marketing is the activity, set of 
institutions, and processes for creating, 
communicating, delivering, and 
exchanging offerings that have value for 
customers, clients, partners, and society 
at large.-The American 
Marketing Association. 
 
Marketing is a key component of any business’s 
operations, yet it can be simple, cost-effective, and 
easily achieved for even small businesses. Marketing is 
all about the mix—the right grouping of both digital and 
traditional communication activities—that is unique to 
every organization. 

Mix It Up
Turning attention to digital marketing, think about the 
following statistics: 

• We now spend more time on social media than in 
our email inboxes. (Source: WSJ) 

• Instagram is the overall engagement winner. 
Engagement with brands on Instagram is ten 
times higher than Facebook, 54 times higher than 
Pinterest, and 84 times higher than Twitter. (Source: 
Trackmaven + Social Pilot)

• Facebook has over 8 billion video views each day. 
(Source: TechCrunch) A Facebook executive has 
also predicted that video will continue to comprise a 
larger percentage of content each year.

Either way you look at it, marketing activities are 
critical for any size of business or non-profit entity to 
strategically share its story. 

Current marketing trends point to a 100 percent 
digital strategy. Yet direct mail response rates are at 
the highest they’ve ever been at 5.1 percent. (Source: 
Capterra) I’m also a big fan of the well-positioned 
one-pager as a leave-behind or an incredibly designed 
postcard. The moral of the story: Businesses must have a 
comprehensive approach to share their brand message 
across multiple channels. So where do we start?

The Value of a Clear Value Proposition
A good place to start is detailing what your organization 
can do better than anybody else: Your value proposition. 
This will feed messaging, future content strategy, 
and any available communication channels moving 
forward, including website, email communications, 
print marketing, social media, public relations, video, 
broadcast advertising, billboard and on and on. The 
point is, if an organization hasn’t taken the time to 
define its brand and properly communicate its value 
proposition, marketing tactics will not be as solid and 
based on the key principle. 

Once an organization knows its value proposition, the 
right mix of initiatives based upon target audience, time, 
and budget can be determined. 

• Is the company a small business targeting local 
consumers? One might consider a mix of direct mail 
within a certain zip code and geofencing (i.e., placing 
digital ads around a local hangout or store), as well 
as a robust client testimonial collection process. 

• Is the business offering services to other 
businesses? Perhaps a grouping of networking and 
community involvement paired with a social media 
campaign targeting other small businesses is in the 
cards.

 
Strategic storytelling should be at the center of any 
great marketing strategy, and the right marketing mix 
is unique to every organization. The good news? With 
a focus on what you’re offering your clients to make 
their lives easier, better or more enjoyable is a message 
people want to hear. The sweet spot is the intersection 
of great messaging in the appropriate channels…which is 
the fun part!

News You Can Use is compiled by Shan Bates-
Bundick, a Las Vegas Chamber member with 
nearly two decades of global marketing and 
communications expertise. She collaborates 

with businesses and non-profit organizations to supersize their 
marketing and communications initiatives through strong marketing 
communications plans, new business development initiatives, and 
proven content strategies. Learn more at shanbates.com.

Marketing 101…and Beyond
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Your Scene | You’re Seen

Las Vegas Chamber Members and Vegas Young Professionals (VYP) came together for an evening of great views, stunning 
sunsets, and networking inside the clubhouse of the PGA-affiliated golf course, TPC Summerlin. Nearly 120 business professionals 
representing Las Vegas’ thriving industries enjoyed gourmet hors d’oeuvres, mini putt golf, and oversized Connect Four as 
convivial ice breakers. The bi-annual, free mixer gives Chamber and VYP members a chance to mix, mingle, connect and learn from 
one other, branching across age gaps and focusing on the importance of building bridges for continued success over generations 
to come. Visit lvchamber.com to check out upcoming Las Vegas Chamber and VYP events.

Business 
Blend at TPC 
Summerlin  

Vegas Young Professional’s (VYP) White Hot Fusion Mixer 2019 returned to where the annual event first began, atop the Palms 
Casino Resort and 55 stories above the Las Vegas skyline, inside APEX Rooftop Bar & Lounge. VYP’s largest event of the year 
welcomed nearly 225 attendees to enjoy impeccable 360-degree views, otherworldly art, and the opportunity to meaningfully 
connect and bond with like-minded young professionals from across the Las Vegas valley. The White Hot Charity Auction, 
featuring donations from Downtown Summerlin, Fleming’s Steakhouse, Kelly Cardenas Salon, Las Vegas Aviators, Station Casinos, 
and Waldorf Astoria Las Vegas, raised nearly $700 for Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada—a non-profit dedicated to 
educating Southern Nevada students on the importance of financial literacy and workforce readiness. Join VYP to 
stay in-the-know on upcoming mixers and speaking events by visiting vegasyp.com.

VYP White Hot 
Fusion Mixer at 
APEX 
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President’s Club

(A) Ersen Engin
General Manager – Turkish Airlines 
Ersen Engin grew up on Turkey’s west 
coast in the town of Canakkale. As a 
boy he dreamt of being involved in 
the aviation industry as a pilot, but 
ultimately ended up in the industry’s
management side. Ersen began his 
career with Turkish Airlines 22 years 
working his way up from a part-time 
position while attending Marmara 
University. He moved with his family 
in 2015 to Los Angeles to become the 
general manager of the Los Angeles 
office.  Prior to this, Engin was general 
manager in Manchester, England.

(C) Derek Parent   
Vice President of Lending – The Parent Team at CrossCountry Mortgage
Derek Parent, vice president of Lending of The Parent Team at CrossCountry Mortgage, 
is a seasoned mortgage professional who is passionate about making a difference in 
his community. Derek brings his unparalleled expertise and 20-plus years of experience 
to his clients, who include first-time home buyers and local heroes such as the valley’s 
beloved veterans, police, firefighters, teachers and medical workers. As a dedicated 
member of the Las Vegas business community, Parent is committed to supporting the 
rapid growth and development of Southern Nevada.

(B) John Ramous 
Senior Vice President, Regional Manager – Harsch Investment Properties
As SVP and Regional Manager of Harsch Investment Properties, John Ramous oversees 
the Southern Nevada portfolio with more than nine million square-feet of commercial 
business parks and 1,300 tenants. A privately-owned real estate investment company 
based in Oregon, Harsch owns and operates more than 24 million square-feet of 
commercial properties in six states. With more than 30 years of experience, Ramous is 
a trustee and past president for the Henderson Development Association. He currently 
serves as vice chairman of the Henderson Chamber and sits on the UNLV Lee Business 
School Executive Advisory Board.

(D) Edward Bevilacqua
Director of Education – Novum-U
Edward Bevilacqua is director of 
education at Novum-U, a business that 
helps prisoners become capitalists.  
Novum-U has five locations, including 
three in Southern Nevada and Reno. 
More than 1,000 people will gain valuable 
employment skills in 2019. He was a White 
House prison reform advisor. A graduate 
of Santa Clara University, he also has a 
law degree from Thomas Jefferson School 
of Law. Edward is a proud father of six 
children. 

A B

C D
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Spotlights

(F) David M. Doto, Esq. LL.M. 
ADR/Training Practice Group Leader 
– Hutchison & Steffen
Following a distinguished litigation career, 
Doto mediates litigated and non-litigated 
matters, facilitates group discussions, and 
helps organizations develop processes 
to manage conflict and prevent litigation.  
Doto is also an adjunct professor of law 
at UNLV and Pepperdine, and trains 
students and working professionals in 
conflict management and de-escalation, 
dealing with high-conflict personalities, 
negotiation, mediation skills for 
organizational leadership, basic and 
advanced mediation, mediation advocacy, 
decision-making and conflict management 
systems design.  Doto earned his law 
degree from Villanova University, and 
holds an LL.M. in Dispute Resolution from 
Pepperdine’s Straus Institute for Dispute 
Resolution.

(E) Amalie Zinsser
Community Director – WeWork
Amalie Zinsser has been with the We Company for more than four years. Amalie’s 
journey has stretched over three markets supporting Northern and Southern California, 
as well as opening the Las Vegas Market. Previously, Zinsser was an organ and tissue 
recovery technician. In her free time, you can catch Zinsser cycling, taking a Hot Pilates 
class or creating memories with her 1-year-old daughter, Olympia. They are a must-
follow on Instagram, @amaliezinsser.

(G) Lisa Howfield
Vice President and General 
Manager – KLAS TV 8 News Now/
CBS Las Vegas 
Lisa Howfield is the vice president and 
general manager of KLAS-TV 8 News 
Now. She joined the CBS affiliate in 
August 2015 and has more than 24 years 
of local television broadcast experience. 
Howfield serves on the board of 
Nevada Broadcasters Association, Core 
Academy and the Las Vegas Metro 
Chamber of Commerce. Broadcasting 
& Cable awarded Howfield “2008 
General Manager of the Year” and she 
co-authored college textbook, Managing 
Electronic Media. She moved to Las 
Vegas at six months, graduated from 
Bonanza High School, and earned her 
BA degree in Business Communications 
from Pepperdine University.

(H) Cari Hernandez
Senior Vice President, Entertainment & Hospitality – JLT Specialty USA
With more than a decade of entertainment and hospitality experience, Cari Hernandez is 
senior vice president of JLT’s entertainment and hospitality practice. Hernandez focuses 
on managing the needs of several complex clients in gaming, resorts, events, sports 
and leisure. Throughout her career, Hernandez has coordinated and provided day-to-
day client service for large global entertainment clients in her field. Hernandez was 
recognized by Risk & Insurance as a 2010 Power Broker within gaming and hospitality.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

A S.P.E.C.I.A.L. Place

Aegis Learning LLC

ALA Nevada Trust

American Family Insurance-

Tim Lopez Agency

AREA15

Arevia Power LLC

Demi's Gift Baskets Inc

Echo 1055

Elena Bulatova Fine Art

Guinn Center

 
 

Hong Kong Business Association of 
Nevada

Insuremart

JB Public Relations

Las Vegas Fine Catering & Events

Once Upon An Escape

Peyton's Transport LLC

Sin City Graphix 702

Sweet Popp Shopp

Tough Mudder Bootcamp Las Vegas

TPC Summerlin

Vance Johnson Recovery Center

Members joined from August 15 - September 15, 2019

Kindred Healthcare 
kindredhealthcare.com

The Parent Team at Cross 
Country Mortgage 
derekparentteam.com

Tzell Travel 
Group LLC 

tzell.com

Hutchison & Steffen, LLC 
hutchlegal.com

Sahara Las Vegas 
Hotel & Casino  
saharalasvegas.com

Turkish Airlines 
turkishairlines.com

PRESIDENT'S CLUB:



Ribbon Cuttings
PC - President’s Club $ - Chamber Member Discount

ANDSON INC.
Andson/Vegas Golden Knights Piggy Bank Opening at Eva Wolfe 
Elementary School

 

VETERANS VILLAGE   
Veterans Village is a transitional and permanent housing residence 
for United States Veterans and is operated 24/7 by SHARE, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

ONCE UPON AN ESCAPE 
Once Upon an Escape, an enchanting family-run escape-room 
experience in Las Vegas, celebrates its ribbon cutting ceremony. 
For details, visit www.onceuponanescape.com.

 

PURE HEALTHY COSMETIC SPA  
Pure Healthy Cosmetic Spa  believes in organic natural beauty and 
non-invasive full body contouring treatment services.  We provide 
this Pure Healthy Beauty concept to the Summerlin community. 
Learn more at www.purehealthycosmeticspa.com.

To arrange your 
ribbon cutting, email 
ribboncutting@lvchamber.com

RICARDO 
LAGUNA

SAT, OCT. 26 | 7:30PM

MURRAY 
SAWCHUCK

FRI, OCT. 25 | 7:30PM

ZOWIE
BOWIE

SAT, OCT. 19 | 7:30PM

CHIPPENDALES
FRI, OCT. 18 | 7:00PM

ANTHONY 
COOLS

SAT, OCT. 12 | 7:30PM

AUSTRALIAN
BEE GEES

FRI, OCT. 11 | 7:30PM

RICK
HARRISON

SAT, OCT. 5 | 7:30PM

CRAZY GIRLS
FRI, OCT. 4 | 7:30PM

RAIDING THE 
ROCK VAULT

SAT, SEPT. 28 | 7:30PM

HANS KLOK
FRI, SEPT. 27 | 7:30PM

JEFF 
CIVILLICO

SAT, SEPT. 21 | 7:30PM

FANTASY
FRI, SEPT. 20 | 7:30PM

FRANKIE
MORENO

SAT, SEPT. 14 | 7:30PM

CESAR
MILAN

FRI, SEPT. 13 | 7:00PM

CELEBRITY KEG TAPPINGS



RESTORATION ANGELS 
Restoration Angels is a nonprofit organization that provides 
home furnishings and décor to women who are starting over 
after leaving abusive life situations. They may have dealt with 
substance abuse, domestic violence, sex industry work, or sex 
trafficking.

TIDE DRY CLEANERS  
Tide Dry Cleaners offers much more than your average dry cleaning 
services. They take pride in providing a better service experience 
than its competitors. They use Tide and GreenEarth® Cleaning 
process to be easy on the environment and provide the quality 
clean customers deserve. Details at www.tidedrycleaners.com.

TOUGH MUDDER BOOTCAMP 
Tough Mudder Bootcamp Las Vegas celebrates its 1-year 
anniversary. For information, visit  
www.tmbootcamp.com/studios/las-vegas/

VANCE JOHNSON RECOVERY CENTER
New 44-bed facility run by a skilled multi-disciplinary team of 
medical and behavioral health professionals, the Center provides 
clients with a transformational experience that encompasses 
mind, body, and spirit. 

SPONSORED BY: PHOTOGRPAHY:
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Have you recently recruited an executive to town who needs to get up-to-speed on how Las Vegas works?  
Are you a new executive who wants to learn more about our city and build a peer network?

Understanding how Las Vegas works can be challenging, especially if you are an executive new to Las Vegas.  
Learning how to navigate and get connected in the community can be hard, yet it is essential for executives 
to succeed in their roles.

Access Las Vegas is designed to demystify the community and help executives develop a better 
understanding of our region.

Access Las Vegas, slated for Tuesday, Oct. 22 and Tuesday, Oct. 29, is a two-day program specifically tailored 
for senior-level executives who are new to Las Vegas, recently promoted, or who want to quickly gain a 
deeper understanding of the community. The program gives participants the opportunity to learn about our 
unique community and be knowledgeable on how Las Vegas works, develop a better perspective of the many 
aspects of the region, and gain insight into the challenges and opportunities for a strong future.   Access is 
also an outstanding way to get connected to the community and develop a network of peer leaders.

Through Access Las Vegas, executives will

• Learn about the economy, industry sectors, and the most critical issues facing our community
• Gain insights on a wide-range of topics, including workforce, education, infrastructure, economic 
  development and the arts
• Understand the history of the region, its governance and milestones
• Hear how Las Vegas is addressing its challenges and capitalizing on innovation and opportunities
• Meet community leaders and make connections to activate your personal network
• Build relationships with fellow class members
 
Past speakers include Jeremy Aguero, Applied Analysis; Superintendent Jesus Jara; Chancellor Thom Reilly; 
Dr. Robert Lang, Brookings Mountain West; Myron Martin, The Smith Center for the Performing Arts; Dr. 
Michael Green, UNLV; Dr. Christopher Stream, UNLV; Tina Quigley, Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada; Kevin Bagger, LVCVA; and Mary Beth Sewald, Las Vegas Metro Chamber.

Additionally, there will be behind-the-scenes tours and a cocktail reception where you can meet business and 
community leaders.

Access Las Vegas is a program of the Leadership Foundation of Greater Las Vegas, a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce.  The program is $1,750 for Las Vegas Chamber members 
and $1,950 for non-members. For more information or to register, go to Leadership.Vegas and click on the 
Access program.  You may also contact Cara Clarke at cara@leadership.vegas. 

New to Las Vegas? Let Us Give You Access
Program helps executives new to Vegas get up-to-speed
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FRIDAY, JAN. 17, 2020

Breaking News: New Preview 
Location – Wynn Las Vegas!

 
Las Vegas Chamber President & CEO Mary Beth Sewald recently announced that 

Preview 2020, the Chamber’s signature event, is headed to Wynn Las Vegas! 
The Las Vegas Chamber does WHATEVER IT TAKES to bring you the  

premier business community event, PREVIEWing the exciting Las Vegas future!  

Working For You
his Fall: The Rundown and Paul 
Call Return!   
Beginning this fall, “The Rundown,” the 
biweekly government affairs e-newsletter, 
will return to members’ inboxes. This 
briefing provides members with up-to-

date information on a local and state level with news, 
updates and ways to engage with the local government 
process. In addition, the Paul Call, the monthly 
government affairs conference call for President’s Club 
members where Senior Vice President of Government 
Affairs Paul Moradkhan gives timely updates on policy 
issues, will also return. This provides President’s Club 
and advocacy members an opportunity to ask questions 
about the issues and stay updated on important policy 
matters.  
 
2019 Legislative Book: Download Now   
The 2019 Legislative Summary book is available for 
download on LVChamber.com. This comprehensive 
guide to the Chamber’s engagement during the 2019 
legislative session details specific priority areas for 
the Las Vegas Chamber, bills on which the Chamber 
engaged, why the organization took the particular 
position it did and how the bill fared. The book 
is available under the Government Affairs tab on 
LVChamber.com. 
 
 

How the Chamber 
advocates for you.

 T
Call to Action! Run for Public Office 
 
As we look toward the 2020 Election, the Las Vegas 
Metro Chamber of Commerce is encouraging its 
members - the employers and job creators of our state 
economy - to consider running for public office such as 
the Nevada State Senate, State Assembly, Clark County 
Commission, and the Clark County Board of School 
Trustees. Our system of government encourages its 
citizens to step up and run for office. 
 
Employers are the backbone of Nevada’s economy. We 
need employers to run and serve in office and offer a 
thoughtful and unique perspective on the policy issues 
at the local and state levels of government. Employers 
are actively engaged in our community by providing 
jobs, supporting local community projects, and engaging 
in a variety of volunteer organizations. As an employer, 
you have experience about labor, employment, 
workforce development, government regulations, 
healthcare, employment, and tax issues. 
 
If you are interested in running for office and want to 
make an impactful contribution to our community by 
serving in public office, contact the Metro Chamber for 
additional information at 702.641.5822.
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WEDNESDAY, OCT. 30
3:30 – 6  p.m.  |  4 – 4:45 p.m. Educational Session  |  4 p.m. Happy Hour

The Smith Center for the Performing Arts – Boman Pavilion

Chamber Members: $15, Guests and Day of Event $25
- Includes one beverage and lite bites.

Get your tickets at LVChamber.com  
or by calling 702.641.5822.

A boutique expo focused on small business connections, 
value, and resources. It combines a limited capacity table-top 
expo with an educational component and a traditional mixer.

2019 Installation 
Luncheon

Wednesday, 
Dec. 11

The Palms 
Grand Ballroom

Join us as we install Chair-Elect 
Tom Burns of Cragin & Pike 

Insurance, and our new Board of 
Trustees for 2020. Stay tuned!

LV- Cham-
ber.com

SAVE THE DATE


